VASP Listserv Policies

 
(Adapted from NASP Policies FINAL DRAFT 12/13/2005)

The VASP Listserv is a professional listserv sponsored by the Vermont Association of School Psychologists. The listserv is intended to be used by school psychologists and students for the purpose of discussing ongoing professional issues, concerns, and research developments impacting the practice of school psychology. The listserv is intended to be a forum allowing multiple responses from a broad perspective and spectrum of professional school psychology practice. Please note the following guidelines:

1. The listserv provides an excellent venue to share ideas, knowledge, and differing perspectives within a large group of school psychologists. The listserv is not intended to be a mechanism for individual responses to specific questions, except with reference to general principles of good school psychology practice. The listserv should not be used as a forum for individual conversations or comments.  Individual interactions should always be accomplished off-list and privately.

2. Listserv subscribers are professionals who contribute strengths and expertise in a number of areas of school psychology. However because of ethical and practical constraints, the listserv is not designed to provide specific information on an individual case to parents, teachers, or others and must not be used to replace individual and specific professional consultation available from a school psychologist.

3. School psychologists must take particular care with information presented through various media, including listservs. Recipients should be informed that information does not result from, or substitute for, professional consultation. Participants on the listserv must follow all legal and ethical principles relevant to school psychology. Listserv subscribers must act in a manner that shows appropriate behavior; respect for human dignity; high quality of professional service; and commitment to improving the quality of life for children, their families, and the school community. 

4. Listserv participants must adhere to regulations related to confidentiality of information obtained during professional work, as noted below:

a) School psychologists must take great care to protect the privacy of clients.  Confidential information about children, families, and others should never be included in emails posted to the listserv;

b) Listserv participants must exclude personally identifiable information about their clients or other recipients of their services and must take steps to prevent any disclosure of confidential information;

c) Listserv participants must always recognize that minor details or descriptions may result in recognition of a client. Even identification of the listserv participant himself or herself by name or email address may result in recognition of a client discussed in a posting.

